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Southern Storm
Newsletter               April 2010

Yes another newsletter and so close to the last/first one. This may not be the pattern in future but I will continue to write them whilst I have some news. Of course this is relatively easy in the first half of each year as a lot is happening particularly on the junior scene.

Thanks to the positive responses that I received to the February Newsletter. I think I got at least 7 good replies and 6 of them were the Southern Region committee or ex committee members. One was from Lachlan Johnston who played in the Ipswich PCYC tournament. Let’s face it Lachlan is one of “those Brisbane people” but because he said it so nicely I will now consider him to be a part member of Southern Region. Only a small part membership though because you have to be special to be in SR.
Ok so I got some responses but now I want input. You know - when somebody actually tells me something that should go in the newsletter. 

Hugh Taylor did tell me something but that happens all the time as he is the boss. Yes Hughie is President of SR again and it now puts him very close to being like Fidel Castro in Cuba – President for Life!

I think that Hughie said on an email that the newsletter should be called:-

Southern Thunder
Sorry Hughie I accidentally deleted the email but the name is fine by me unless others have their own idea of a title. Perhaps it was “Thunder Storm” ? Otherwise Hughie tell me again and I will pay attention this time.
I would like to hold a competition with a prize but apparently I did something similar once and a certain SR junior still claims I owe her $20. Once again I will not name names but this girl lives on the Sunshine Coast and can be sooo annoying when she keeps asking for that 20.

 The AGM for Southern Region was held during the recent tournament at Ipswich PCYC. The elected committee members are listed below and can also be found on the Southern Region website 

www.southernregionsquash.com
President:-

Hugh Taylor



Ipswich

Vice President:-
Larry Rauschenbach

Laidley

Secretary:-

Julie Berry 



Gold Coast

Treasurer:-

Cheryl Mountford-Jones

Gold Coast

Regional Coach is Noel Forster and Larry Rauschenbach has once again been voted on as a director of Q Squash at their recent AGM and Larry is also our regional co-ordinator. 

Contact details for these people should be on
the Southern Region website soon.
Level 1 Squash Coaching Course

A Level 1 course will be held in Southern Region this year and the dates will be announced shortly on Southern Region, Q Squash and Squash Australia websites. It is expected that this course will be held on the Gold Coast and will be presented by Noel Forster and Larry Rauschenbach. Approximate dates at the moment are mid July for the 2 day course and mid October for the 1 day assessment. Contact either of us if you are interested and we will get back to you as soon as details and dates are set.

Larry 


larry0007@bigpond.com
Noel

fourstar@bigpond.com
noelforster@gmail.com 

Hughie Taylor did tell me something else and I am sure it was the news that Nambour Squash Centre is closing very soon. Although not exactly unexpected news it still hurts that another centre is closing. There is a long history belonging to Squash in Nambour and I remember going to their Open Tournament each year. I have a feeling there may be a closing down party shortly although in my opinion it should be called a “Wake”. I am sorry but I don’t know anymore detail than that and perhaps a reader may provide more info. 
I am confused though as I want positive input to the newsletter. I suppose it would be positive if someone gave me details but it would be a negative story relating to a centre closure – know what I mean.

The recent junior selection tournament in Ipswich at the PCYC Centre was a success. This was a joint SR/BR selection event and provided some great matches in all divisions. Next year it will be Brisbane Regions turn to host this combined tournament. We all consider it to be a great idea and we are fortunate to be close as regions so to be able to get together for at least one event. 

Hugh Taylor was not able to be present on the Saturday as he had a prior commitment to the local Historical Society. But the Taylor presence was very strong with his three children (and a helper from Brisbane) organising the draw and directing proceedings throughout the day. All 3 of the Taylor children are ex Southern Region Junior Team members. Steven Taylor, Peter Taylor and then the best looking one – Kristy Taylor. Actually it is now Kristy Freeme as she married some lucky guy from Brisbane – Brad Freeme. And it did happen as I was there at the wedding - which is unusual as I am allergic to weddings and try hard not to attend. Brad is an ex BR junior and he has played for Qld in both the junior Sharks team and the senior Stingrays team and he comes from a very strong Qld Squash family.

I now am old enough that it is hard to think of them as “grown ups” – which of course they are. I have known the 4 of them throughout their complete junior days and it is good to see these kids grow into fine adults.
It is also good to see them still involved in Squash at some level and volunteer their time to look after the PCYC event.

I have attended the in-house comp at Southport Squash Centre recently on Monday nights and it is good to see another ex SR Junior Team member still playing Squash and enjoying it. Lexie Rowsell is playing Line1in this comp and is very competitive. I do believe that Lexie stopped playing for a while but it is great to see her back at it and playing so well. It is good to watch Lexie play as she always puts in with an effort and provides a great match each week. 
I have had some other ex SR Storm team members drop in and have a hit lately. Although he lives part-time in Brisbane Courtney West (yes his name is Courtney not Kanye and he can’t sing) has had a couple of hits and did some routines with Challen and myself.  
And yet another as well. Britt-Marie Passonen has been here a couple of times and has been doing some court work after a long time away from Squash. Britt and Lexie are from the same era and made a strong combination for the Storm team at QJC’s.
Once again I need input and at this stage all I can do is tell you what I am up to at the moment.

I am based part-time at the Gold Coast at a new private Squash Court facility. Challen Stowell’s father Graeme has a Glynn Bunting WA designed building erected on his property at Parkwood on the northern end of the Gold Coast. Of course at the moment these are the latest and newest Squash courts in Australia and are great with a lovely floor. Two glass backs with a movable middle wall to create one doubles court. To my knowledge this is the first and only doubles court in Queensland.

I am available for private coaching on the Gold Coast and can be contacted on my mobile 0400 107 570 to arrange sessions. 

Ok - so there’s a private add and I will accept yours as long as it is short and to the point. Otherwise I will be looking for payment for advertising material (donation to SR junior activities) if your ad is too complicated.
The annual National Selection Series is on again starting Sat 3rd April in Adelaide. This comprises two 4 day events with a rest day in between and the main focus is to help select the team for the next World Junior Championships. It is the boys turn this year and girls in 2011. Sam Fife is our main man for the team and in fact is probably the only SR player eligible for the team because of the age cut-off. 

More of Southern Regions finest juniors will be attending and looking good in some events. 
The full list is below and you can follow their progress
on the Q Squash website at www.qsquash.com
Jamie McErvale


Sunshine Coast

Boys 19

Sam Fife



Gold Coast


Boys 19

Grace McErvale 


Sunshine Coast

Girls 17

Natalie Newton


Laidley


Girls 17

Challen Stowell


Gold Coast


Girls 17

Ben Marschall


Gympie


Boys 15

Will Mountford-Jones

Gold Coast


Boys 13

These players are typical of the “quality juniors” in Southern Region (I had to get it in somewhere) and I am sure everyone wishes them the best in both tournaments.

The last SR junior to play for Australia was Rheanne Niebling in 2009. Rheanne traveled with the team to the World Junior Womens Championship held in India. Rheanne currently resides in Laidley and has lived in the Gatton/Laidley area all her life. In fact she lived in a placed called Tent Hill and it is so small that I don’t think it has a post code. Rheanne is another fine example of a SR quality junior.
If anyone wants to write this newsletter I am sure they can steal my thunder – Ha – at least I thought it was funny.
SOUTHERN STORM RULES  OK!
Yours in Squash

Noelsie
