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Southern Storm
NEWSLETTER 

February 2010                           
Hi everyone and yes this is a newsletter. I think you would have to be old to remember the last newsletter as it may have been approx 10 years ago and in fact it was 2000 from what I can find. 
The Southern Region committee would like to see if a newsletter can be produced on a regular basis. If you or your club has anything of interest please submit it to one of the committee members and they will see to it. Make sure it is clean and Squash related.
As usual most of our activities revolve around juniors although there was a Masters Tournament held at Southport Squash Centre over the weekend of Feb 20 and 21. All reports I have state that it was a very successful weekend as usual and in fact I do know that entries were closed well prior to the cut off date. Southport Squash Centre is run by ex Southern Region junior and former AIS scholarship holder Danny Woolbank and his family.
Juniors  The first selection event for the Southern Region Storm Team was held at Nerang Squash and Fitness Centre on the Gold Coast over the weekend of Feb 13 and 14. Because of the proximity to Brisbane the Nerang Junior attracted some of the Brisbane City players. Also one player from WA who was on the Gold Coast as part of his employment took time out to play as well. Luke Bunting from Perth who is number 2 in Australia behind our own Sam Fife managed to play through to the final against Sam. It was a very entertaining and fast match and a pleasure to watch even though Sam won in straight and in very hot conditions. 
Some new juniors from Nerang Squash Centre played in their first tournament and also a new player from Toowoomba. Patrick Hearne had played in the Wavell Junior and the Nerang event was his second tournament so far and we expect to see him at the PCYC Ipswich Tournament as well.

It is from these tournaments that the Southern Storm Team is selected. This team competes at the annual Queensland Junior Championships – more commonly known as the QJC. This year the QJC will be held in Central Region at Scottvale Park Squash Centre in Rockhampton over the school holidays in June/July. More precisely from June 26 to July 4. The QJC starts with the individual age group Qld Championships which establishes our Qld  junior champions for each age group. The final few days comprise the Team Championships at which each region competes against each other. Our QJC Teams Championships also have “doubles” as a major part of the competition.
It is essential that all Southern Region juniors play in the QJC because it is from this major junior competition that the Queensland Sharks Junior Team is selected. This team goes on to represent Qld at the Australian Junior Championships (AJC) that will be held this year in Alice Springs over the September/October school holidays.

The Annual General Meeting for Q Squash Southern Region Inc will take place at the PCYC Ipswich Squash Centre on Sunday morning March 7th during the junior tournament that is being held over the weekend. 
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Australian Institute of Sport

Squash 
A plus for Southern Region is that 4 of our ex juniors have been invited to train with the AIS in Brisbane. I do believe that it is a 3 month trial but they get access to all the professional help, guidance and coaching that comes with the AIS. All of them are members of the men’s professional players association (PSA) and this will help prepare them for the senior world circuit.
Nathan Stevenson


Caboolture

Peter Taylor




Ipswich

Sunil Seth




Ipswich

Jamie McErvale 



Caloundra

All four have been wonderful players and supporters of Southern Region Junior “Storm” Teams throughout their junior years and all four have played for the Queensland Junior Sharks Team at some stage. I personally find this exciting and this adds to my constant remarks that we have “quality” juniors in Southern Region.
Congratulations to the “Fab 4” and I am sure that all of Southern Region is proud of them and wishes each the very best in pursuit of their goals.

2011 Girls National Talent Squad 

Also heading in the same direction is two of our junior girls who have been selected as part of a National Talent Squad. 

Grace McErvale



Caloundra
Natalie Newton



Laidley
It is from this National Talent Squad of 14 girls from around Australia that a team will be selected to represent Australia at the World Junior Women’s Championships in 2011. They have to attend training camps under the guidance of former World Champion – Vicki Cardwell from Melbourne.

Congratulations girls as playing for Australia is the ultimate to most of us Aussies and I hope you make it – good luck.

Once again more evidence of “quality” juniors in Southern Region.

2010 Boys National Talent Squad
Yes there is more and I can’t forget our star from the Gold Coast who is looking good for the 2010 Junior Team for the World Junior Men’s Championship


Sam Fife



Gold Coast

Sam is part of the Squash Australia National Talent Squad from which the team will be selected. This squad attends training camps under the leadership and coaching of ex World Champion Rodney Eyles who is based on the Gold Coast with his own academy.

Of course Sam is even more evidence of quality Southern Region juniors. I suppose it looks like I rave on about our juniors and you may think I am “one eyed” – and I am – but we certainly have a great group of junior players amongst us and there are more to come.
Quite a few of our juniors are playing in the annual Wavell Open over the weekend of 27 and 28 February and I will be there to see them in action. 

I was cleaning out some of my Squash material recently whilst I was getting organised for a new job. I came across a two page A4 document that listed some old Southern Region war cries. I will reproduce them in a future newsletter and I can think of 2 people who would love to see them again. I can’t tell you their names but two Ipswich girls (well they are getting old now) absolutely loved the war cries. In fact I may email a scanned copy for each of them. No names but they are cousins and together were perhaps the best doubles combo I have seen.  

And if you haven’t worked it out by now I – Noel Forster – am the author of this newsletter and if you don’t like it then feel free to do it yourself please. Otherwise if you have anything positive to say then you can contact me on the following email addresses or my mobile phone number which is listed below as well.

fourstar@bigpond.com    noelforster@gmail.com    0400 107 570

Remember I only want positive input to this newsletter because I like to feel good and let’s all stay strong and get Squash back on track in 2010. 
SOUTHERN STORM RULES  OK!
Yours in Squash

Noelsie
